Understanding the pathogenesis of recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa squamous cell carcinoma.
Patients with recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa develop numerous life-threatening skin cancers. The reasons for this remain unclear. Parallels exist with other scarring skin conditions, such as Marjolin ulcer. We summarize observational and experimental data and discuss proposed theories for the development of such aggressive skin cancers. A context-driven situation seems to be emerging, but more focused research is required to elucidate the pathogenesis of epidermolysis bullosa-associated squamous cell carcinoma.